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Dr Devika Colwill

MB, BS, MRCPsych

Consultant Psychiatrist

General Medical Council registration: 6059543

Bilingual: English, Malayalam

CURRENT ROLE:

Consultant Psychiatrist

Sussex Partnership NHS Foundation Trust (2016-present)

Consultant Psychiatrist and Expert Witness

Everyday Psychiatrist (2016-present)

CASES RELATING TO:

 Issues surrounding Capacity
 Mental Health treatment
 Drug rehabilitation treatment
 Rehabilitation activity
 Spinal injuries (including paraplegia)
 Injuries requiring life support for a period of time (including artificially induced 

coma)
 Chronic pain and somatisation disorders
 MHA assessments including Civil and Forensic sections 37 and 41
 RTA, including serious and catastrophic injury
 Traumatic brain injury where chronic concussion or post-traumatic headaches have 

been diagnosed
 ASD (Autism Spectrum Disorder)
 Autism
 Mild to moderate learning difficulties, including information processing, issues and 

additional capacity assessments
 PTSD and other trauma/stressor-related disorders
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MEDICO LEGAL EXPERIENCE:

Dr Colwill has undertaken Expert Witness work for over 7 years, primarily working with 
complex and high value cases.

She is a Bond Solon certified and Inspire Medilaw accredited Civil Expert Witness, providing 
opinion on mental capacity, fitness to plead, and mental health treatment.

Dr Colwill is instructed in personal injury, clinical negligence and serious and catastrophic 
injury cases for Claimants and Defendants.

CLINICAL EXPERIENCE:

Dr  Colwill  is  a  general  adult  Consultant  Psychiatrist,  with  over  18  years  of  clinical 
experience in mental health. She has been a member of the Royal College of Psychiatrists 
since 2009, with an endorsement in Liaison Psychiatry (psychological medicine).

Dr Colwill is also the Responsible Clinician for detained patients from the Forensic Service, 
which includes patients under Section 41, section 37 and section 5 of the MHA (Restriction 
Order). She provides a liaison service for the complex case review panel and risk panel for 
the Sussex Partnership NHS Foundation Trust.  Dr  Colwill  has been approved by the 
Secretary of State under Section 12 (2) of the Mental Health Act 1983 as having special 
experience in the diagnosis and treatment of mental disorder since 1999.

Dr Colwill has worked in General Psychiatric Services including community care, crisis and 
inpatient care, early intervention in psychosis, Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Services, 
Substance Misuse Services, High Secure Forensic Service, Psychiatric Intensive Care Unit 
and Neurodevelopmental and Neuropsychiatric Services and Maternal Mental Health. She 
regularly teaches, trains and presents at academic meetings, courses and conferences 
locally, nationally and internationally.

EXPERT INFORMATION

 GMC No: 6059543
 Will see Claimants 18+
 Report turnaround 4-6 weeks
 Face to face and remote appointments
 Court experience (Criminal and MHA)

EXPERT RATIO

 25% Claimant
 75% Defendant
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